




1. INTRODUCTION 

I am an English teacher in a grammar school. My students are 15 to 9 years old and the 
majority of them come to our school aRer four years of learning English. Their knowledge is 
quite good, they are able to lead a simple conversation using appropriate functions, grammar and 
vocabulary. Since they feel their previous knowledge of vocabulary is enough to express their 
thoughts, they are unwilling to put a lot of effort in expanding their vocabulary. They also have 
a feeling that their knowledge is bigger because they have a richer passive vocabulary but when 
it comes to use the words in the active area of the language they find out that they cannot cope 
with it. 
In my opinion it is important that intermediate students expand their vocabulary.Of course there 
is a limit to what students can process at any one time and there is no use demanding the students 
to learn endless lists. Estimates vary as to how many words people can cope with it one 
time.Some suggest that it is as few as nine, and twenty is certainly the upper limit. 
A very few students recognize the need of learning the vocabulary at this level and they develop 
their own learning systems. Nevertheless, the majority of them are quite happy with the level they 
have achieved, that is why they do not bother about learning the new words until the test is to be 
written. Of course, they cannot be very successful if they try to remember all the new words on 
the eve of the test. 
This is the reason why I started to think about the ways how to introduce the new vocabulary in 
a more effective way and to find out whether the effort is worth trying. 
I started to study the different ways of vocabulary teaching and the factors that influence our 
learning new words and expressions. There are many factors that play an important part in 
learning the vocabulary and our perception of words can be affected by, for example: 
- the sounds of the word 
- the shape on a page, on the blackboard, on a poster, etc. 
- the associations the word has for the student 
- conventional associations: semantic and syntactic categories to which a word is seen to belong, 

collocations, mataphors, etc. 
- the circumstances of meeting the word (not just the narrow context of text, but the room, the 

people present, the atmosphere in the classroom, etc.) 
All these factors will play a part in "learning" or memorizing a word. 
When I discussed this problem with my collegues, I found out they face similar problems in their 
teaching regardless the language they teach. When we discussed the methods we use in teaching 
new vocabulary, we could see that the approaches are more or less similar (by introducing the 
new words through discussions connected with the topic, sometimes by using the pictures, by 
listening to a new text, writing the new words on the blackboard, etc). Although these 
approaches seem to be working, the output is not within my expectations. 
So I decided to find out what the students think of this problem and how they learn new words. 
I made a questionnaire and handed it out to my second class students. I taught in two classes at 
that time: there was a class of 23 students and one of 11 students. All the students had been 
learning English for five years. I wanted the students to answer the questions in the 
questionnaire 1 : How I Learn New Words. 


























