




Same Rights for All 
Or how to please most of the people most of the time 

Increasing dissatisfaction and lack of conviction in my own teaching methods were the reasons 
for me to want to  attend the PFL for English, that is to say, my own lack of motivation and the 
resulting lack of enthusiasm in my students. Chancing upon the following remark: "He is not 
only du11 in himself but the cause of dullness in others", 

Samuel Foote (1 720-1 777) 

I was moved more than was my want - a sure sign of its relevance to my situation at the time? 
Over the weeks and months the prospect of having to write this study gradually developed 
from a Damocles sword dangling over my head to being a motieing agent and I have noticed 
how my interest in my own teaching has increased since I began to research my particular 
teaching situation. It soon became apparent to me that many and diverse influences contribute 
to the complexity of a given circumstance and that it would be essential to concentrate on Cer- 
tain aspects rather than to lose myself in details. 

What To Research? 

For the subject of my study I chose my third-year second-stream group English of our country 
secondary school in Upper Austria. This third year, as every HS-teacher knows, is a problem- 
atic year altogether, any existing problems being enhanced with the onset of puberty. Also, 
generally speaking, the second stream (2.LG) means a group of children from different classes 
with a wide range of ability: some will have just missed by a hair being streamed into the first 
group whilst others will have just managed to keep their heads far enough above water to pre- 
vent themselves from sinking into the third group. These children are under pressure, experi- 
ence frustration at their bad marks and cannot afford to lax. Their Counterparts as far as ability 
is concerned find out that they can maintain their position and achieve quite passable remarks 
with very little effort - their most dangerous enemy being their own complacency. Some of 
them could, with continuous effort, achieve the necessary standard to warrant being re- 
streamed into the first group - an honour that most decline. They much prefer NOT to strain 
their reserves but to work below their capacity. 

My Flock 

The general picture painted above was certainly applicable to my group and the discrepancy 
between ability and actual achievement was that which fmstrated me most and which I wanted 
to eliminate to the greatest degree possible. It goes against the grain to accept the low standard 
of work from pupils with the ability to do far more, but whose main interests lie in being the 
centre of attraction, even if it means disrupting activities. My maxim was and will remain: 

" .  . . .from each according to his abilities, to each according to his needs. 'I 
Karl Marx (181 8 - 1888) 

It was significant that those pupils who disturbed most were of higher ability than their results 
would suggest so there was also the possibility that they were not getting enough challenge, at 
least not the kind of challenge to spur them into positive action. At the Same time weaker pu- 
pils were given less attention by me because of the behaviour of others. Some very able, but 
very complacent pupils, also took advantage of the situation to slip into anonymity and make 




























